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The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, óLook at him! A glutton and 
a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners. Luke 7:34 

 Scripture tells us Jesus wept.  But I have often said I wish that there had been a 

scripture that said Jesus Laughed.  I know that Jesus was on a mission with a serious and 
deeply moving message to convey. When we look at Jesus, the picture of Jesus that we 
find in the Gospels is one of a well-rounded, magnetic personality. He carried children in 

His armsé Every time one our kids comes forward I feel great joy.  When I pick them 
up in my arms I feel a huge smile break across my face.  Whatôs more is that kids are a 
great judge of character.  What child wants to be around someone who never laughs? He 

was accused of being too joyful on occasion (the scripture from Luke). He even told 
Johnôs disciples that it was not a time for mourning. 
One Commentator on the nature of Christ said this; ñThe very fact that we humans 

have a sense of humor indicates that God does, too, for we are made in Godôs image. 

(The existence of penguins, platypuses, and puppies also builds a strong case for Godôs 
having a sense of humor!) Jesus, as the Son of God, shares these attributes, including a 
sense of humor.ò I think God must revel in the joys of our hearts too.  Praise and 

Jubilation are not acts of a sad heart.  Joy is part of Godôs plan. 
On August 14th, we will be holding our annual picnic at Riverside Park.  It is meant 

to be a time of celebration and joy.  To that end, I am also calling it Holy Humor 

Sunday.  Our Songs, Liturgy and words will be intentionally lighter. We will be in Park 
with a Splash Pad and Frisbee golf course.  So I invite you to join the fun; wear your 
craziest Hawaiian print shirt, don your straw hat, wear crocs.  Encourage the kids to 

come with a hope of getting wet.  Tell the teenagers to pack a Frisbeeé God delights in 
our Joy.  I also encourage you to reach out and invite a friend, call and remind a member 
you havenôt seen in a while, invite whomever you believe would enjoy this functioné 

Tax collectors and sinners arenôt even out of the questioné It is okay too if they just 
come for lunch, let them share in our joy and fellowship. 
One more thing, this year the ROSE committee and deacons are doing things a bit 

differently.  WE are grilling Hot dogs and burgers.  So your Pot Luck bring-a-long can 
be bars, or salads or chips and dipé what screams picnic to you? There will be a door 
prize, an ice breaker and fun for all ages.  The scripture from Luke that I used at the head 

of this article was a criticism of Jesus being among the people.  I canôt guarantee it was a 
picnic along the river that Jesus had attended, but clearly Jesus knew happiness and 
celebration.  As we gather by the river let us do so anticipating gladness. 

The Peace Visitor 

 Pastor John 
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Pastor Johnôs Theology Word of the Month:  
 

joy. [joi] NOUN 
 

1.a feeling of great pleasure and happiness: "tears of joy" Ŀ  
synonyms: delight Ŀ great pleasure Ŀ joyfulness Ŀ jubilation Ŀ triumph Ŀ exultation Ŀ  
 

Joy is a state of mind and an orientation of the heart. It is a settled state of content-
ment, confidence and hope. It is something or someone that provides a source of hap-
piness. It appears 88 times in the Old Testament in 22 books; 57 times in the New Tes-
tament in 18 books. 

YOU ARE INVITED. . .  

 

The Peace UCC Community Book Group is reading NINE PARTS OF DESIRE, 

by Geraldine Brooks. We will meet on September 10th 9:00 a.m. at Ace Bar 

and Grill. Join us for breakfast, conversation and good company.  
 

Nine Parts of Desire is the story of the author's journey toward an understanding 

of the women behind the veils, and of the often contradictory political, religious, 

and cultural forces that shape their lives. Defying our stereotypes about the Mus-

lim world, Brooks' acute analysis of the worldõs fastest growing religion deftly il-

lustrates how Islamõs holiest texts have been misused to justify repression of 

women, and how male pride and power have warped the original message of a 

once liberating faith.  

 

"Frank, enraging and captivating.ò 
ðThe New Yorker 

 

ñPowerful and enlighteningé

Brooks presents stunning vi-

gnettes of Muslim womenéand 

carefully distinguishes misogy-

ny and oppressive cultural tradi-

tions from what she considers 

the true teachings of the Koran.ò 

  ðPublishers Weekly 

 
ñA rare look at a significant 
segment of the world's pop-
ulation that literally has 
been cloaked in mystery for 
generations.ò 
 ð Seattle Times 

http://geraldinebrooks.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/nine-parts-of-desire-brooks.jpg
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Salted Nut Roll Bars  
(from the kitchen of Jeryl Michaels) 
 
1/2 stick butter/margarine 
1 can sweetened condensed milk 
12 oz peanut butter chips 
1-1/2 jars peanuts 
2 cups mini marshmallows 
 
Melt butter/margarine, milk and peanut butter chips. 
Take off heat and stir in marshmallows. Stir until melt-
ed. Spray bottom of 9x13ò pan. Cover bottom with pea-
nuts (1/2 ). 
Spoon mixture over peanuts.. Top with the rest of the peanuts. Cool until firm. Cut. En-
joy! Pastor Johnôs note: These are perfect for picnics!! 

On a somewhat related note, it has been requested that we explain what we mean when 
we ask people to serve coffee hour. If youôve been thinking about volunteering but 
havenôt been quite sure what youôre getting into, hereôs the scoop! 
 
1. Arrive before the service. The coffee takes approximately 45 minutes to perk, so it 
will finish during the service. The coffee is in the cupboard just above the coffee-
pots on the counter outside the kitchen. Filters are also there. 3-1/2 scoops of regu-
lar for the large coffeepot and 3 Tbsp of decaf for the small. The instructions are 
posted on the inside of the coffee cabinet door. (Bruce or Pastor John can help!) 

2. Bring food, homemade or store-bought ð the coffee and conversation are the draw! 
Please donôt worry that itôs not ñfancyò enough! The more people who sign up, the 
better the variety from week to week. Fruits and veggies or cheese and crackers 
make a nice change, if youôre not a baker. 

3. Help serve. Help clean up. There are usually others around, too. There is spray so-
lution to wipe tables and counters. Empty and rinse the coffeepots. Put the coffee 
grounds in the compost container. Fill trays and run dishwasher/sanitizer if possi-
ble. The instructions are on the wall above the appliance. It takes a while to get up 
to the right heat, but if you turn it on at the beginning of the coffee hour, it should 
be good to go within a half hour. 

4. If after reading this, you are still clueless (as I am) but want to be involved, help is 
always available if you ask! There are many merciful people who know the ins and 
outs of the coffee, sanitizer, and kitchen.  

5. Have fun! Enjoy the fellowship! Share with others! 
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FAITH FORMATION FOR SUMMER 
The Journeys of Flat Jesus 

�+�H�U�H�·�V���Z�K�D�W���)�O�D�W���-�H�V�X�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���X�S���W�R���V�R���I�D�U�� 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�7�K�H���6�K�H�H�S���D�Q�G���W�K�H���*�R�D�W�V 
���� �³�:�K�H�Q���W�K�H���6�R�Q���R�I���0�D�Q���F�R�P�H�V �L�Q���K�L�V���J�O�R�U�\�����D�Q�G���D�O�O���W�K�H���D�Q�J�H�O�V���Z�L�W�K���K�L�P�����K�H���Z�L�O�O���V�L�W��

�R�Q���K�L�V���J�O�R�U�L�R�X�V���W�K�U�R�Q�H�� ����  �$�O�O���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���J�D�W�K�H�U�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���K�L�P�����D�Q�G���K�H���Z�L�O�O���V�H�S�D��
�U�D�W�H �W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�Q�H���I�U�R�P���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���D�V���D���V�K�H�S�K�H�U�G���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���V�K�H�H�S���I�U�R�P���W�K�H��
�J�R�D�W�V�� ����  �+�H���Z�L�O�O���S�X�W���W�K�H���V�K�H�H�S���R�Q���K�L�V���U�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���J�R�D�W�V���R�Q���K�L�V���O�H�I�W�� 

����  �³�7�K�H�Q���W�K�H���.�L�Q�J���Z�L�O�O���V�D�\���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���R�Q���K�L�V���U�L�J�K�W�����µ�&�R�P�H�����\�R�X���Z�K�R���D�U�H���E�O�H�V�V�H�G���E�\���P�\��
�)�D�W�K�H�U�����W�D�N�H���\�R�X�U���L�Q�K�H�U�L�W�D�Q�F�H�����W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P �S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���I�R�U���\�R�X���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H��
�Z�R�U�O�G�� ����  �)�R�U���,���Z�D�V���K�X�Q�J�U�\���D�Q�G���\�R�X���J�D�Y�H���P�H���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���H�D�W�����,���Z�D�V���W�K�L�U�V�W�\���D�Q�G���\�R�X��
�J�D�Y�H���P�H���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���G�U�L�Q�N�����,���Z�D�V���D���V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�U���D�Q�G���\�R�X���L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G���P�H���L�Q�� ����  �,���Q�H�H�G�H�G��
�F�O�R�W�K�H�V���D�Q�G���\�R�X���F�O�R�W�K�H�G���P�H�� �,���Z�D�V���V�L�F�N���D�Q�G���\�R�X���O�R�R�N�H�G���D�I�W�H�U���P�H�� �,���Z�D�V���L�Q���S�U�L�V�R�Q���D�Q�G��
�\�R�X���F�D�P�H���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���P�H���¶ 

����  �³�7�K�H�Q���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V���Z�L�O�O���D�Q�V�Z�H�U���K�L�P�����µ�/�R�U�G�����Z�K�H�Q���G�L�G���Z�H���V�H�H���\�R�X���K�X�Q�J�U�\���D�Q�G��
�I�H�H�G���\�R�X�����R�U���W�K�L�U�V�W�\���D�Q�G���J�L�Y�H���\�R�X���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���G�U�L�Q�N�"������  �:�K�H�Q���G�L�G���Z�H���V�H�H���\�R�X���D��
�V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�U���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�L�W�H���\�R�X���L�Q�����R�U���Q�H�H�G�L�Q�J���F�O�R�W�K�H�V���D�Q�G���F�O�R�W�K�H���\�R�X�" ����  �:�K�H�Q���G�L�G���Z�H���V�H�H���\�R�X��
�V�L�F�N���R�U���L�Q���S�U�L�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���J�R���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���\�R�X�"�¶ 

����  �³�7�K�H���.�L�Q�J���Z�L�O�O���U�H�S�O�\�����µ�7�U�X�O�\���,���W�H�O�O���\�R�X�����Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U���\�R�X���G�L�G���I�R�U���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���O�H�D�V�W���R�I��
�W�K�H�V�H���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�V���D�Q�G���V�L�V�W�H�U�V���R�I���P�L�Q�H�����\�R�X���G�L�G���I�R�U���P�H���¶ 

Jesus spent the day at Laundry Love 
with Pastor John and many friends. 


