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ñIt is hard for us to recognize it now, but Peter and Paul were introducing the first 
Christian family to an entirely new community, a community that transcends the rigid 
hierarchy of human institutions, a community in which submission is mutual and all are 
free.ò  

 ˈ Rachel Held Evans, A Year of Biblical Womanhood 
 

 I assume that each of us have a favorite part of church.  I hope for some it is the sermon, 
but I know that it isnôt everybodyôs favorite time. It might be scripture, song, prayer, 
silence or sacrament.  For me, church is about that sliver of time before we start.  I am 
often running around in circles trying to greet visitors and regulars in person.  I collect 
handshakes, hugs, and pleasantries peppered with prayer requests and thanksgiving reports.  
For me embracing the community is my act of church and where I find sanctuary.  Church 
for me is about community. 
 As I traverse the landscape of my world I get called into other circles, other pockets that 
people see as community.  In each of those circles I know that I am part of something 
greater than myself.  But none of those circles is like church.  There is a uniqueness of 
purpose in church that is different.  At the heart of our circle, right in the middle of us 
stands another member of community, God. As much as I love the work at Habitat for 
Humanity, the Ethics Committee of St Cloud Hospital or the Tri-County Homeless 
Alliance; those communities will never bring me back to center like church. I might agree 
that our community is like the one Rachel Held Evans seeks, where submission is mutual 
and all are free. 
 As much as I love our community and our circle I must admit that all communities are 
work, and sometimes our work is difficult. Bottom line, our church is work.  We have 
entered a new period of trying to revise and re-vision how the community moves. I know 
that some are feeling a bit nervous and uneasy.  Perhaps some might even feel abandoned 
or left behind. What I hope we can do it create an atmosphere where ideas and excitement 
thrive.  This might mean some things disappear, but we might find other new things 
flourish. WE can be co-creators of this ongoing community we call church.  In 
approaching this new work, and being it will take cooperation of people who might not 
always agree with each other but need to respect and honor our difference, I hope we can 
all remember that at the core of this circle the divine is with us calling us into community.   
 Whatever speaks to you at church, I hope you find ways to see it as it connects to 
community.  Without each other so much of church would not happen.  If your church 
begins as coffee hour, let that be your great Amen. If a song inspires, remember your place 
in the chorus.  If the word speaks to you, remember that it is the word of God for the 
People. If the sermon says anything useful, it is from the meditations of our hearts.  Church 
is special community and we are not alone. Let us love God and love one another.  

The Peace Visitor 

 Pastor John 
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Pastor Johnôs Theology Word of the Month:  
 

conĿseĿcrate [῁kªnsᴅῄkrǕt] VERB 
 

 

To consecrate something is to formally set it apart for special use.  
 
Bread was consecrated in the Old Testament (Exodus 25:30; Lev. 25:5-9) as were 
people (Rom. 1:1; Gal.1:15).   Example: ñThe Church Council has decided to conse-
crate all their energies to this purposeful act of being the Church.ò 

Peace United Church of Christ 

February Meeting ï 2-19-2017 

Moderator Jon Tufte called the meeting to order. 

The words of the hymn ñWonôt You Let Me Be Your Servant?ò were read as an opening 
prayer. 

Jon reviewed five habits of a functional team ï  

 Moving from ñbutò and ñhoweverò language to ñyes, andéò language 

 Remembering conflict can be healthy when itôs focused on a topic, not on people or 
  blame ï build trust not fear 

 Providing opportunity for buy-in to processes ï ñwhat if?ò not ñif onlyéò 

 Supporting and challenging each other ï accountability 

 Focusing on results 

The agenda was approved with the addition of two items to New Business. 

Pastorôs Report: new groups have asked to meet at the church. PFLAG has been meet-
ing here, and they are starting subgroups for LGBT+ and Trans Alliances. Motion made 
(M) Rick Fine and seconded (S) Michelle Dettmann that PFLAG and affiliated support 
groups will be meeting at Peace UCC and have been informed of our Safe Church poli-
cies. Motion passed (P) unanimously. 

Treasurerôs Report: Lisa Hansonôs report accepted as discussed. Brad Hanson will be 
taking over this role for the next meeting. 

Financial Secretaryôs Report: accepted. Council would also like to see attendance 
numbers report added to future reports.  
Old Business: 

Behavioral Code of Conduct is in progress and will be added to the revised Constitu-
tion and By-Laws that are being drafted. 

New Business: 

Will Sundays work for Council meetings? Yes, meetings will be the third Sunday, 
exempting Easter. 

Petty cash procedure was discussed and will be implemented. MSP (Bev Tallent, 
Jeryl Michaels, unanimous) to have a $200 petty cash fund with monthly (or as 
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needed) audit and replenishment by bookkeeper. Money will be held in a locked se-
cret location. 

Council expectations: in the absence of traditional committees for the time being, 
there will be a need for two types of groups ï task teams for upcoming or one-time 
events and standing teams for ongoing things like Sunday staffing (bell ringer, ush-
ers, etc.), calling on people and home visiting, setting up communion, and more. 

¶ A group to do visitations and give attention to At Home members and others who 
may need visits or extra prayer care  Jeryl, Bev, and Shirley Hoff: Champions  

¶ Coffee hour ï invite people to bring, serve, donate ï items for the freezer or people 
to help serve and clean up -Rick Fine: Champion 

¶ Organizing pickup or drop-offs for donation items ï Champion: ??? 

¶ Possibility of getting a flag/flags to put outside when we are having services or 
activities to get attention from those driving by ï Jon Tufte, Michelle Dettmann: 
Champions 

¶ Sermon talk group to get together after hearing the sermon, for discussion  

¶ 125th Anniversary celebration year ï Champions: Entire council 

December 3, official worship service and party ï Shari Prestemon from the Con-
ference will preach 

Other ideas ï update history book; make videos of memories, etc; invite former 
members and friends to church picnic with additional activities; reunions of 
Youth Groups, Confirmation classes, etc. as possible through the year; gather 
stories, friends, and former members in multiple ways throughout the year. More 
discussion ongoing! 

¶ Pastor/Parish Committee ï reformatting group going forward ï looking at other 
models and ways of communication and support 

¶ Officesðrearrange, declutter, and streamline offices to better accommodate usage 
 

Bring all ideas to the next meeting! March 19 following coffee hour. 

 

BOLD were in attendance: 
Moderator: Jon Tufte  

Vice Moderator: Ron Seibring 

Secretary: Linda Vierkant 

Treasurer: Brad Hanson 
Financial Secretary: Michelle Dettmann  

Member at large: Curt Hutchens  
Member at large: Val Broste 

Trustees: Bruce Michaels 
Mission: Rick Fine 

TTT: Mark Hoff Shirley subbed for Mark 

ROSE: Beverly Tallent  

Deacons: Jeryl Michaels  

Faith Formation: TBD 

Pastor/Parish: TBD 



4 

FAITH FORMATION 

Our Civility Project 
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