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Should the threats of dire predictions cause us to withdraw in pain, May your blazing 
phoenix spirit, resurrect the church again.   Julian Rush 

 You all know how much I love celebrating birth days.  I love to publicly acknowledge 
the ones that end in five or zero.  I try to catch the eighties and nineties as often as we can.  
For the church universal, our birthday celebration should focus on the celebration of 
Pentecost.  After the ascension of Jesus Christ, the work of building the new community 
fell into the hands of the apostles and disciples.  They were tentative about this new role 
and had hidden themselves away in an upper room.  It was then that a rushing wind swept 
in bringing with it an empowering and indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  On Pentecost, the 
church was truly born.  

 I know that throughout my life some of my birthdays have been better than others.  
They are invitations to look at how I have lived my year and how I desire my future to 
unfold.  It is true of institutions too. This year marks our 125th birthday of Peace Church.  I 
know that for several years we have been looking over our shoulder at the past birthdays 
and seeing ones that make us nostalgic for the good old days, but others if we look hard 
enough were filled with challenge and at times heartbreak.  This year as we celebrate we 
are also dreaming about our future. 

 As a member of the group looking at the constitution and bylaws I know that we are 
dreaming forward while looking back. It will mean shedding layers of systems that no 
longer work.  But that process should allow us to place a new infrastructure around our 
future endeavors.  We are not the mostly German speaking church of 1892 nor the rapidly 
expanding church of 1972.  We are in a process of rising again from what we were to what 
we might become.   

 One of my favorite hymns is In the Midst of New Dimensions.  In that hymn, Julian 
Rush names the God who leads as ñGod of Rainbow, Fiery Pillar, leading where the eagles 
soar.ò  He talks about how God has always and still leads us into new ways of being.  The 
last verse is the one at top of this page.  It evokes that even if the future is bleak or 
unknown the direction and spirit can be rekindled in us. To me this is the spirit of 
Pentecost.  It breathes life into the church over and over again and I see it breathing life 
into us in the same fashion.   Let us take in the spirit and welcome a new call. I can only 
imagine how beautiful we might be for a 150 year old, can you? Let us dream that together 
as we move with the spirit.  

The Peace Visitor 

 Pastor John 
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Pastor Johnôs Theology Word of the Month:  
 

PenĿteĿcost[῁pen(t)ᴅῄk¹st] NOUN 
 

 

The Christian festival celebrating the descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples of Je-
sus after his Ascension, held on the seventh Sunday after Easter. 
the day on which Pentecost is held. Also called Whitsunday. 
the Jewish festival of Shavuoth. 
 
The Jewish festival that coincides with Pentecost is the time when the first fruits of the 
new growing season were offered at the temple.  We often think of the fruit of the spirit 
being poured out at Pentecost.  Spiritual Fruit becomes that which is offered back to 
the service of the church, a new offering of first fruit. 

 

The Just Peace Church vision is a hallmark of United Church of Christ theological identity. For 
30 years, the Just Peace Church pronouncement has inspired a grassroots movement of UCC 
congregations committed to corporately naming and boldly proclaiming a public identity as a 
justice-doing, peace-seeking church. The Just Peace pronouncement articulated the UCC posi-
tion on war and peace distinct from other approaches such as crusade, pacifism, or ñjust war.ò 
Grounded in UCC polity and covenantal theology, the position focuses attention on alleviating 
systemic injustice of all types using non-violence and calls us to offer the message, grounded in 
the hope of reconciliation in Jesus, that ñPeace is possible.ò  
 
Justice and Witness Ministries is committed to a revitalized Just Peace Church movement and to 
empowering and resourcing congregations to create a stronger justice and peace witness. Now is 
the time to rekindle our commitment to Just Peace and make visible our longstanding witness to 
this approach. To do so, we will be working to update the list of Just Peace Churches in the 
UCC and will keep this site up to date with educational resources.      
 
Does your church consider itself to be a Just Peace congregation? What is your church doing to 
live out its calling to be a Just Peace church?  What does it mean to be a Just Peace Church in 
times like these?  
 

Following the church service on June 4, we will be having a discussion 
about Peace UCCôs role in the Just Peace vision. Please join us for this 
important chance to shape our policy!  
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Planting Your Spring Garden 
For the Garden of Your Daily Living 
 

Plant Three Rows of Peas 
1. Peace of Mind 
2. Peace of Heart 
3. Peace of Soul 
 
Plant Four Rows of Squash 
1. Squash Gossip 
2. Squash Indifference 
3. Squash Grumbling 
4. Squash Selfishness 
 

Plant Four Rows of Lettuce 
1. Lettuce Be Faithful 
2. Lettuce Be Kind 
3. Lettuce Be Patient 
4. Lettuce Really Love One Another 
 

No Garden is Complete Without Turnips 
1. Turnip for Meetings 
2. Turnip for Service 
3. Turnip to Help One Another 
 
To Conclude Our Garden, We Must Have Thyme 
1. Thyme for Each Other 
2. Thyme for Family 
3. Thyme for Friends 
 

 

Water Freely with Patience 

and Cultivate with Love. 

There is Much Fruit in 

Your Garden Because You 

Reap What You Sow. 

Submitted by both Jolene Joyce and Becky Reich 
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FAITH FORMATION 

 
 

Our Civility Project 
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