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About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners 
were listening to them.  Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyoneôs chains came loose. 
Acts 16: 25-26 
 
 One of my favorite stories of the New Testament has always been the Holy Spirit setting Paul 
and Silas free.  It was accomplished by means of an earthquake that shook loose chains and 
opened doors.  I like the story because it is about the power of God being able to reach beyond 
the things and circumstances that bind us.  It is also about that same power being able to open 
doors and bring liberation.  For me, the story has always symbolized the work of the reconciling 
church as it strives to be Open and Affirming.  We still seek to open doors to those who have felt 
barred from inclusion and welcome those in the Christian church.  
 On the weekend of September 16, 17 and 18 Saint Cloud will celebrate St. Cloud Pride.  For 
our second year, Peace UCC will have an informational table at the Saturday event in the 
Eastman Park by Lake George. It is important to know why we do this.  Pride events originally 
took place to increase visibility of LGBT+ persons and to advocate for decriminalization of 
gathering in community.  Punitive laws have been repealed across the country and marriage 
equality is now in all 50 states.  But the work of Pride and Open and Affirming churches is far 
from over.   
 It is estimated that over 40% of all homeless teens are somewhere in the LGBT+ continuum.  
Many of these young adults become homeless as a response of parents or care givers to their 
coming out.  Often coming out means out on the street.  Much of the bullying that takes place in 
schools is linked either to sexual or gender identity. Because of these factors. LGBT youth are 
almost 4 times more likely to attempt suicide and over 30% of all Transgender students have 
attempted or contemplated suicide.  There is much work to be done.  There are new attempts to 
criminalize community and make the LGBT+ community feel unwelcomed in the world. Church 
is meant to be a place of sanctuary and help. But too many churches and religious organizations 
hold the doors closed to people at this exact point of need. 
 As much as pride celebrations are about self-acceptance and community, they are also about 
showcasing places that are welcoming.  Peace UCC will be in the park to show that the Holy 

Spirit opened our hearts and doors long ago.  We will be there 
to stand witness to liberation of faith communities from 
policies of exclusion. The same Holy Spirit that liberated Paul 
and Silas is still at work, still bringing hope of liberation and 
setting free those that are chained.  Our witness at Pride 
demonstrates who we are as a church.  On the Sunday morning 
following, we will worship as we always do, extending 
warmth, love and grace. We will continue to live our welcome 

and hold open the doors. We will Be the Church that knows 
God is Still Speaking! 

The Peace Visitor 

 Pastor John 
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Pastor Johnôs Theology Word of the Month:  
 

blessĿing [῁blesiNG] NOUN 
 

1) approval that allows or helps you to do something 2) help and approval from God 
3) something that helps you or brings happiness 
 

In the Hebrew scriptures the word we translate as blessing is Barak.  It is used in mul-
tiple places.  Its first occurrence is in Genesis 1:22 when God blesses the animals tell-
ing them to be fruitful and multiply.  Today blessings are prayed for on things which 
we ask God to touch and hold precious.  Often we ask God to bless those things which 
connect us to the divine. 

YOU ARE INVITED. . .  

 

The Peace UCC Community Book Group is reading NINE PARTS OF DESIRE, 

by Geraldine Brooks. We will meet on September 10th 9:00 a.m. at Ace Bar 

and Grill. Join us for breakfast, conversation and good company.  
 

Nine Parts of Desire is the story of the author's journey toward an understanding 

of the women behind the veils, and of the often contradictory political, religious, 

and cultural forces that shape their lives. Defying our stereotypes about the Mus-

lim world, Brooks' acute analysis of the worldõs fastest growing religion deftly il-

lustrates how Islamõs holiest texts have been misused to justify repression of 

women, and how male pride and power have warped the original message of a 

once liberating faith.  

"Frank, enraging and captivating.ò 
ðThe New Yorker 

 

 

ñPowerful and enlighteningé

Brooks presents stunning vi-

gnettes of Muslim womenéand 

carefully distinguishes misogy-

ny and oppressive cultural tradi-

tions from what she considers 

the true teachings of the Koran.ò 

  ðPublishers Weekly 

 
ñA rare look at a significant 
segment of the world's pop-
ulation that literally has 
been cloaked in mystery for 
generations.ò 
 ð Seattle Times 

http://geraldinebrooks.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/nine-parts-of-desire-brooks.jpg
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 There are some members interested in exploring what it takes to become a Just Peace church. 
If you have an interest in discussing this movement and the designation, please let Moderator 
Jon Tufte know! 
 
What is a ñJust Peaceò Church? 
The Just Peace Church vision is a hallmark of United Church of Christ theological 

identity. For 30 years, the Just Peace Church pronouncement has inspired a grassroots 
movement of UCC congregations committed to corporately naming and boldly pro-
claiming a public identity as a justice-doing, peace-seeking church. The Just Peace 
pronouncement articulated the UCC position on war and peace distinct from other ap-
proaches such as crusade, pacifism, or ñjust war.ò Grounded in UCC polity and cove-
nantal theology, the position focuses attention on alleviating systemic injustice of all 
types using non-violence and calls us to offer the message, grounded in the hope of 
reconciliation in Jesus, that ñPeace is possible.ò  
Justice and Witness Ministries is committed to a revitalized Just Peace Church 

movement and to empowering and resourcing congregations to create a stronger jus-
tice and peace witness. Now is the time to rekindle our commitment to Just Peace and 
make visible our longstanding witness to this approach. To do so, we will be working 
to update the list of Just Peace Churches in the UCC and will keep this site up to date 
with educational resources.      
Does your church consider itself to be a Just Peace congregation? What is your 

church doing to live out its calling to be a Just Peace church?  What does it mean to be 
a Just Peace Church in times like these?  
 

For more information contact uccjustpeace@gmail.com and join us in conversation 
via Facebook and Twitter@JustPeaceUCC.  

Laundry Love, our interdenominational program of laundry and community at 

Kippôs Laundromat, will be held this month on September 6 and 20 from 11 AM to 2 
PM. Feel free to stop by or donate quarters or laundry products for this ongoing pro-
gram.  
On Saturday, September 17, there is a fundraiser for Laundry Love at St. Johnôs Episco-
pal Church. If you are interested in making bars for sale at that event, talk to Pastor 
John. You can even drop them off at Peace and John will transport them! 
Also, our community and faith partner St. Johnôs Episcopal Church is working to keep 
their tiny house. They have gone to court to keep a "tiny house" they use to house a 
homeless person. 
ñCity officials say the trailer...violates residential code requirements and must be re-
moved. The church filed a complaint against the city of St. Cloud in federal court on 
Thursday [August 25].ò AP, August 27 
Please stay in prayer for the homeless in our area, as their needs are more numerous 
than we know. 
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FAITH FORMATION FOR SUMMER 
The Journeys of Flat Jesus 

�+�H�U�H�·�V���Z�K�D�W���)�O�D�W���-�H�V�X�V���G�L�G���L�Q���$�X�J�X�V�W�� 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jesus in the Garden 
Many thanks to those who have kept the garden looking 
amazing this summer! If you have time to help, come on 
by, or let us know so we can find a job for you. 

The rose hedge (pink flowers) was given 
by Anna Streitz, who had moved back to 

�*�H�U�P�D�Q�\�������,�V�Q�·�W���L�W���J�R�U�J�H�R�X�V�" 


